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Press Release 
 
"Young European Music Festival" in the 
Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region 

Hannes Wagner, SINFONIMA Foundation Prize-Winner, to Perform 
as Soloist at the 2026 "Young European Music Festival" 

• Where cultural patronage meets Mannheim as a business hub 
• European Youth Orchestra Academy (EYOA) brings young musical talent 

back to Mannheim 
• Seven concerts planned across the Metropolitan Region in September 

 

Mannheim, June 29, 2026 — Hannes Wagner has been announced as soloist at the 

2026 EYOA Festival. The violinist and SINFONIMA Foundation prize-winner will 

perform the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto on two evenings, playing a violin by Bapt. 

Rogerius Bon Nicolai Amati (1678), generously made available to him by the 

Mannheimer Versicherung foundation. The Young European Music Festival — 

presented by EYOA, founded in 2019 — brings together 76 young musicians from 17 

countries for seven concerts at four venues across the Metropolitan Region. 
 

The European Youth Orchestra Academy’s (EYOA) "Young European Music Festival" 

reaches a special highlight this year: violinist Hannes Wagner, current prize-winner of 

the SINFONIMA competition, will perform as soloist on September 11, 2026, at the 

Brahms Hall in Heidelberg, and on September 12 at the Musensaal of the Rosengarten 

in Mannheim. He will interpret the Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35, by Pyotr Ilyich 

Tchaikovsky, accompanied by the Young European Symphony Orchestra under the 

baton of Jan-Paul Reinke. 

 

In doing so, EYOA continues a successful partnership that has been in place since the 

founding of the youth project seven years ago. SINFONIMA competition prize-winners 

have appeared as soloists with EYOA on multiple occasions: in 2019, Aleksandar 
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Dimitrov, cello, Bulgaria (Carl Stamitz, Cello Concerto No. 2); in 2022, Simone Meyer, 

violin, Switzerland (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Violin Concerto No. 5); and in 2023, 

Dainis Medjaniks, violin, Latvia (Mozart, Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola). 

Each year, the SINFONIMA Foundation awards valuable historical string instruments 

on two-year loans to promising young musicians and students at German and Swiss 

music conservatories, through a dedicated competition. 

 

"It is genuinely important to us not only to discover exceptional talent, but to give these 

artists real performance opportunities," says Michel Maugé, founder and organizer of 

EYOA. "In Hannes Wagner, we have found a musician of the highest technical and 

emotional caliber — performing on a violin by Bapt. Rogerius Bon Nicolai Amati from 

1678, generously made available to him by the SINFONIMA Foundation." 

 

"We are honored that EYOA has invited our prize-winner as soloist. This underscores 

the artistic ambition shared by both the project and the SINFONIMA Foundation. At the 

same time, this collaboration illustrates how closely cultural patronage and 

Mannheim’s identity as a business hub are intertwined. Private corporate foundations 

can play a vital bridging role here," adds Dr. Lothar Stöckbauer, board member of the 

SINFONIMA Foundation. 

 

Hannes Wagner began playing violin at age four and is currently completing his studies 

at the Hochschule für Musik Trossingen. He gained early orchestral experience as 

concertmaster — including with the World Youth Orchestra and the Baden-

Württemberg State Youth Orchestra. He has worked with conductors such as Paavo 

Järvi, Joseph Bastian, and Christoph Altstaedt, and has performed on several 

continents. 

 

EYOA Young European Music Festival, September 2026 
 

Founded in 2019, EYOA presents the "Young European Music Festival" in September 

2026 with an expanded concept: alongside the symphony orchestra, the program now 

includes chamber music (string quartet and wind quintet) as well as a European jazz 

big band — a first for the festival. A total of seven concerts will take place at four venues 

across the Rhine-Neckar Metropolitan Region: in Schwetzingen, Mannheim, 
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Ludwigshafen, Heidelberg, and Worms (open air). This year’s festival brings together 

76 young musicians from 17 European countries — from Finland to Italy, from Moldova 

to Portugal. 

 

Particularly noteworthy is the European Gala Concert on September 12 at the 

Musensaal of the Rosengarten in Mannheim, where the symphony orchestra and the 

big band will perform together on the same stage. 

 

World Premiere at EYOA 2026: “Home” — a composition on the meaning of home 
 

The festival will feature a world premiere: acclaimed jazz musician and composer 

Thomas Siffling has written “Home” — a lyrical and melancholic piece exploring the 

theme of home. "What does home mean to each of us? Is it the city where we were 

born, or the place where we have built our lives?" he asks. The nearly nine-minute 

work explores the longing for arrival and belonging — the sense of well-being that 

comes from returning to one’s place. The world premiere will take place on September 

12 as part of the gala evening at the Rosengarten, embedded in the program of the 

Young European Big Band Jazz Orchestra, which Siffling also leads. The composition 

will also appear on his forthcoming quartet album, announced for 2027. 

 

Organizational structure and patronage of the expanded EYOA 
EYOA has to date been organized by the nonprofit association Kultur@Home Metropol 

Rhein-Neckar e.V. and operates under the patronage of the European Parliament, the 

City of Mannheim, and the Europa-Union Baden-Württemberg. Since July 2025, the 

expanded project has been supported by a consortium of stakeholders — including the 

Dr. Rolf M. Schwiete Foundation, the Fontana Foundation, the Kultur@Home Metropol 

Rhein-Neckar e.V. association, and private individuals. As part of this transition, the 

nonprofit limited liability company "European Youth Orchestra Academy gGmbH" was 

established, headquartered in Mannheim. 

 
About the European Youth Orchestra Academy (EYOA) 
www.eyoa.deThe European Youth Orchestra Academy (EYOA) is a European youth music 
project based in Mannheim — inspired by the city’s historic legacy as home of the Mannheim 
School. Since 2019, it has brought together approximately 50 to 80 young musicians between 
the ages of 14 and 18 from across Europe each year, with a total of around 396 young people 
participating to date. Its mission is to foster cultural exchange, musical excellence, and 

http://www.eyoa.de/


4 
 

European values across national borders. Participants are selected by an international jury 
and develop an ambitious concert program during a ten-day intensive bootcamp, which is then 
performed at public venues throughout the region. EYOA serves as a musical statement for 
peace, diversity, collaboration, and European solidarity. It is supported by private members, 
donors, and regional partners, as well as the European Parliament, the City of Mannheim, and 
the Europa-Union Baden-Württemberg as official patrons. Additional key supporters include 
Jeunesses Musicales, the German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth, the Rotary Club Mannheim-Rhein-Neckar, and the SINFONIMA Foundation. 
Further information at www.eyoa.de 
 
About the SINFONIMA Foundation 
Founded in 1991, the SINFONIMA Foundation of Mannheimer Versicherung supports highly 
talented young string instrumentalists. Growing out of the SINFONIMA instrument insurance 
program — one of the leading specialist insurance offerings in the field of music — the 
foundation awards valuable historical string instruments on two-year loans to selected 
emerging talent through an annual competition. The competition alternates between violin and 
cello and takes place at Mannheimer Versicherung’s headquarters in Mannheim. It targets 
young musicians in the final stages of their training and is recognized as an important 
launchpad for an international solo career. The foundation’s collection comprises more than 20 
high-quality string instruments — owned by the foundation or made available by private lenders 
— primarily violins and cellos from the 17th through the 20th centuries. The foundation’s goal 
is to give young musicians early access to world-class instruments, thereby providing lasting 
support for their artistic development. 
 

 

www.eyoa.deFurther information, tickets, donations, press photos: www.eyoa.de 

presse@eyoa.deMedia contact: Klaus-Peter Rieser, Tel. +49 174 197 3160, 

presse@eyoa.de 

  

http://www.eyoa.de/
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"Young European Music Festival 2026" 
 
Concert Dates and Venues 2026 — Overview 
Ticket service: www.eyoa.de 
 

Datum Veranstaltung Ensemble Ort 

Mi, 
09.09.26 

Kammerkonzert 
 

Young European 
Chamber Music 
(Streichquartett und 
Bläserquintett) 

Mozartsaal,  
Schloss Schwetzingen,  
20:00 Uhr 
Eintritt: 29.- € 

Do, 
10.09.26 

Familienkonzert              
Generalprobe    

Young European 
Symphony Orchestra 

Börsensaal, Städt. 
Musikschule, Mannheim,  
15:30 Uhr 
Eintritt frei 

Do, 
10.09.26 

Jazz Concert Young European Big 
Band Jazz Orchestra 

Gesellschaftshaus der BASF, 
Ludwigshafen,  
20:00 Uhr 
Eintritt: 29.- € 

Do, 
10.09.26 

Kammerkonzert Young European 
Chamber Music 
(Streichquartett und 
Bläserquintett)  

Kunsthalle Mannheim,  
20:00 Uhr 
Eintritt: 29.- € 

Fr, 
11.09.26 

Sinfoniekonzert Young European 
Symphony Orchestra 

Brahms-Saal, Städt. 
Musikschule Heidelberg,  
19:30 Uhr 
Eintritt: 38.- € 

Fr, 
11.09.26 

Jazz Concert  
(Open Air) 

Young European Big 
Band Jazz Orchestra 

Andrea Stift, Worms,  
20:00 Uhr 
Eintritt: 30.- € 
 

Sa, 
12.09.26 

European Gala 
Concert  

Young European 
Symphony Orchestra  
&  
Young European Big 
Band Jazz Orchestra 

Musensaal Rosengarten 
Mannheim,  
20:00 Uhr 
Eintritt: ab 45.- €  
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"Young European Music Festival 2026" 

 

Concert Program Overview 
 

Young European Symphony Orchestra 
 
Fanny Hensel-Mendelssohn  – Concert Overture in C major 

Pyotr I. Tchaikovsky   – Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35 

(Soloist: Hannes Wagner, 2026 SINFONIMA Competition Prize-Winner) 

Ludwig van Beethoven   – Symphony No. 8 in F major, Op. 93 

 

Conductor: Jan-Paul Reinke 

 

 

Young European Chamber Music 
 
String Quartet 
Juan Crisóstomo de Arriaga  – String Quartet No. 1 

Dmitri Shostakovich   – String Quartet No. 8, Op. 110 

 

Direction: Anna Erdmann-Schiegnitz 

 

Wind Quintet 
Jacques Ibert     – 3 Pièces Brèves 

Jean Françaix     – Wind Quintet No. 1 

 

Direction: Bernd Ballreich 

 

 
Ticket service: www.eyoa.de 

 

   


